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Welcome from Shaun Roberts

TRINITY VILLAGE RESIDENTS’ NEWSLETTER / Brought to you by The Corporation of Trinity House AUTUMN / WINTER 2017

HARPER ROAD: SARCOPHAGUS FOUND
Welcome to the Autumn/Winter 
’17 edition of Trinity Villager. 
The spring and summer has been 
busy and there is plenty to share 
with you! Please see the back 
page for updated information 
about access to the gardens and 
about safety issues following the 
tragedy at Grenfell Tower.

The Harper Road redevelopment 
has seen Tower Demolition hand 
over to Galliard who is responsible 
for building works. Please see 
our feature here giving updates 
about the development, including 
the exciting discovery of a rare 
Roman sarcophagus! Thank you 
to residents for your patience.

We also have some up-to-the-
minute news about filming in 
Trinity Village and a feature 
about how parts of the Village, 
particularly Trinity Church 
Square, have been used as a 
location for films and television 
dramas over the years. 

Across the spring and early 
summer, we carried out repairs 
and repainting to most of the iron 
railings across the Village. With a 

view to preserving the railings and 
making the Village tidier, we have 
taken the decision to prohibit the 
attachment of bicycles, locks etc. 
to any railings.  This decision is 
supported by TNRA. Please use 
the council provided ‘D’ rings or 
contact the Management Office 
to enquire about a space in one 
of our lock-ups. These spaces are 
free to most tenancies (subject to 
availability), with a small charge 
payable by Long Leasehold and 
Freehold owners.

With the heart of Trinity Village 
enjoying a mix of Georgian and 
Victorian buildings, we invited 
‘The Georgian Group’—which 
works to help preserve and 
promote interest in Georgian 
buildings, parks and gardens—
to provide a walking tour of 
it and the surrounding area.  
Following a ‘first past the post’ 
emailed invitation to residents, 
a number were successful 
in obtaining a place on this 
exclusive tour, which took place 
on 5 October. We hope to be able 
to bring you an update on this 
event in the next issue.

On 13 June this year the excavation at 
Harper Road uncovered an extremely 
rare Roman sarcophagus. It has now been 
lifted from its ancient grave site and is 
being moved to the Museum of London 
where the contents will be exhumed. 
Early analysis by the on-site archaeologist 
suggests that it may have contained the 
remains of a noble Roman. 

This is an exceptional find for London, 
where only two similar late Roman 
sarcophagi have been discovered in their 
original place of burial in recent years: 
one from St Martin-in-the Fields near 
Trafalgar Square (2006) and one from 
Spitalfields in 1999.

The excavation, which began in January, 
revealed a trench around   the coffin 
and found that the lid had been 
moved—suggesting that the coffin was 
discovered and robbed in the past.  
However, it is possible that only the 
precious items were removed, and the less 
valuable artefacts (such as the body itself) 
still remain within.

The Harper Road excavation is just one 
of the many archaeological projects that 
are currently running across Southwark. 
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Gillian King, Senior Planner: Archaeology, 
at Southwark Council, said: “In my long 
archaeological career I have excavated 
many hundreds of burials, but this 
is the first Roman sarcophagus I have 
ever discovered, still surviving in its 
original place of deposition. It really is a 
very special discovery.”

The development at Harper Road is 
now in the hands of Galliard Homes 
and has been named Trilogy SE1. 
Comprising mostly apartments with some 
commercial space, it is designed to blend 
sympathetically with the surrounding 
architecture: the façade consisting 
of a mixture of cream brickwork, 
bronze aluminium cladding and flashes 
of Portland stone on the window sills.
It will honour Harper Road’s heritage 
as an orchard and market garden—
featuring green roof terraces and 
the planting of a dozen new trees in 
Swan Street.
 
Properties go on sale this autumn and 
are due for completion by the end of next 
year. Stephen Conway, SEO of Galliard, 
comments on the sarcophagus: “Buyers 
will be thrilled they can enjoy a slice of 
history. It is a remarkable discovery.”
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(A RATING OF 4.5/5 STARS)

We went to dinner at 8pm on a Saturday 
so the place was busy but not crowded. 
It felt like it was popular, but more 
with locals who were there for a special 
occasion. It was quite welcoming 
when we first came in, although if you 
haven't been before I could see how you 
could end up at the bar downstairs by 
accident rather than turning left to the 
dining area!  

Clientele ranged from couples, to families 
of six, to groups there for a celebration 
– a very eclectic  mix.   The furniture is 
modern Italian, with some 60's inspired 
pieces mixed with 80's neon here and 
there. The seating arrangements are 
comfortable and spacious, so you don't 
feel like you're eating with the people 
around you.  

The service was excellent, both in the 
bar and restaurant. My friend Federico 
and I decided to have a pre-dinner drink 

RESIDENT’S REVIEW ...

Union Street Café
GREAT SUFFOLK STREET

and the bartender made me a bespoke 
champagne cocktail of lavender and 
apricot which was delicious. All waiters 
and waitresses were incredibly prompt 
and friendly. 
 
 We started with the prosciutto with 
melone and the pomodori which are 
deep-fried tomatoes with goat’s cheese.   
Both were good, but I think I preferred 
the melon over the tomatoes as they were 
not quite as crispy as I would expect them 
to be. That said, it was an inventive dish 
and unlike anything I've seen before. 

For my main course I had the rigatoni in 
a pesto sauce which was beautiful. They 
make pesto without cream, which is the 
way I’ve been taught (my grandmother is 
Italian!) and the rigatoni was handmade 
and al dente.   Federico had the beef 
tagliata which was perfectly cooked: rare 
with aubergine.   It cut like butter and 
was so soft!  

For dessert we had tiramisu and panna 
cotta and we both thought they were 
the best dishes of the entire meal.  The 
panna cotta was sort of deconstructed 
with nuts and figs.   The tiramisu was 
easily the most traditional plate on the 
menu, but it was phenomenal: light and 
perfect. All paired with a lovely dry 
white wine suggested by our waiter. 

 I would highly recommend Union 
Street Café for a great cocktail or glass 
of wine.  It isn’t the most affordable but 
the quality of the food coupled with the 
service and atmosphere makes it good 
value, so if you want a special meal and 
don't feel like leaving the neighbourhood 
then this is a good choice! 

Carla Pearse - Falmouth Road  

Union Street Café
47-51 Great Suffolk Street, 
London
SE1 0BS
020 7592 7977

For opening times, please visit:
www.gordonramsayrestaurants.com

Please note: the opinions given in Resident’s Review 
are the views of the author and not those of The 
Corporation of Trinity House or The Trinity Village 
Management Team.

If Carla’s review has whetted 
your appetite, keep an eye on 
your email as we are on the 

lookout for residents to take part 
in future features

It was an inventive dish and unlike anything I've seen before. 
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On 31 July, residents and friends filled 
TCS garden to enjoy an afternoon 
picnicking and listening to favourite 
tunes from operas. Caroline Foulkes, 
Melanie Sanders, Daniel Joy and  Tom 
Stoddart entertained us splendidly and 
the weather was kind.

OPERA IN  
THE SQUARE

GARDEN FETE IN  
MS GARDEN

In the afternoon of 18 June, as part of 
Open Garden Squares Weekend, TNRA's 
annual garden fete was held in Merrick 
Square garden. Music, drinks, food and 
stalls were enjoyed by all, as can be 
seen in this view from the beer tent.

FORTHCOMING  
TNRA EVENTS 

For more details see the TNRA website: www.tnra.net

TRINITY NEWINGTON 
RESIDENTS' ASSOCIATION

YOGA IN  
TCS GARDEN

A record of 35 people took part in three 
open air yoga sessions in Trinity Church 
Square garden on the morning of Sunday 
18 June, run by Ali Walker and Ginny 
Stuart. Then...

GARDEN  
ACTION DAY

On 3 June all ages took part in a morning 
of weeding, tidying and composting 
the gardens. This helped the garden 
contractors, Greenmantle, to maintain the 
condition of the gardens and continued 
the work done by TNRA volunteers 
for the last six years. The gardens were 
then ready for...

Pub Quiz

Wednesday 22 November, 8pm

Another of TNRA's popular pub quizzes 
upstairs in The Roebuck. Drinks and food will 
be available from the bar throughout the quiz.

Carol Singing in  
TCS Garden

Tuesday 12 December, 6.30pm

TNRA's annual carol singing with brass band, 
mulled wine and mince  

pies – all free!
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ON LOCATION IN TRINITY VILLAGE

Recent filming in Merrick Square for a new Disney 
production about Christopher Robin has cast our Village 
into the spotlight once again! Our beautiful architecture 
and garden squares have been used in a number of films, 

television dramas, adverts and music videos—starring 
colourful characters from both past and present. 

Here is our pick of screen highlights.

LILLIE, LWT/ITV 
1978

DUFFY “WARWICK
AVENUE”

2008

LUTHER, BBC1
2015

UNFORGOTTEN, ITV1 
2015-16  

SHERLOCK, BBC1 
2016

TABOO, BBC1
2017

WHITECHAPEL, ITV 
2010

THE AWAKENING 
2011 

LEGEND 
2015

SPOOKS, BBC1 
2005 

THE SINGING 
DETECTIVE, BBC1 

1986

BRIDGET JONES: THE 
EDGE OF REASON 

2004 

A 13-part television drama about the 
colourful life of actress and socialite 
Lillie Langtry, with Francesca Annis 
in the title role, included some scenes 
filmed in Trinity Village.

Hazy exteriors seen through the windows 
of the black cab in the video for Duffy’s 
soulful love-song included shots of 
Trinity Village.  

Scenes from the hit series about conflicted 
murder detective ‘Luther’, starring Idris 
Elba, were filmed in Trinity Church 
Square.

The tense six-part drama, centred on 
one historical crime and starring Sanjeev 
Bhaskar and Nicola Walker as a detective 
partnership, included some scenes shot 
in Trinity Church Square. 

The ‘Silver Blaze’ episode of Sherlock 
starring Benedict Cumberbatch, about 
the disappearance of a winning racehorse 
and the murder of his trainer, included 
scenes filmed in Borough Market and 
Trinity Church Square.

Episode three of Tom Hardy’s gritty 
historical ‘revenge drama’, directed by 
leading lights from Scandi-noir, included 
scenes filmed in Trinity Church Square 
and the exterior of Henry Wood Hall.

Series two of the detective series with 
Rupert Penry-Jones, where copycat 
murders replicated well-known historical 
crimes, included some night-time filming 
in the Village. 

The feature film, a historical ghost story, 
with Rebecca Hall and Dominic West, 
included scenes shot in Trinity Village.  

The biographical feature film starring Tom 
Hardy, about the life of the notorious 
Kray twins, included scenes filmed in 
Trinity Church Square, on Falmouth 
Road, and around Trinity Village.

Parts of an episode of the long-running 
television spy series were filmed in Trinity 
Church Square, including some interior 
scenes at number 40. 

Scenes from the award-winning film-
noir series, written by Dennis Potter 
and starring Michael Gambon, were 
filmed in Trinity Church Square. 

The second hit film about hapless modern 
heroine Bridget Jones, included scenes 
filmed in the Village, notably the famous 
cab ride in the rain. 
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TUBE STATION 
FACTOIDS

Baby Born at Elephant & Castle
The first baby born on the tube network was Mary Ashfield 
Eleanor Hammond, born on 13 May 1924 at Elephant & Castle. 
She was named after Lord Ashfield, chairman of the railway 
who said: “It would not do to encourage this sort of thing as 

I am a very busy man.”

Station Closed
A badly judged tunnel enlargement, a train collision leading to the 
same tunnel later collapsing, and a gas explosion resulting in a 
burst water main and splitting the line—all occurred on the same 
day: 27 November 1923! Needless to say, Elephant & Castle station 

closed the following day.

BOROUGH ELEPHANT & CASTLE LONDON BRIDGE

1 

Opened in  

1890

1 

Opened in  

1890

1 

Opened in  

1900

2 

Part of the first deep-level tube railway built 
by C&SLR (City & South London Railway)

2 

Bakerloo line station 
opened 16 years later

2 

Sixth busiest tube 
station in London

3 

Rebuilt with enlarged 
tunnels in the 1920s

3 

Northern line building designed by Thomas 
Figgis, Bakerloo line building by Leslie Green

3 

Only tube station with 
'London' in its name

4 

Most northerly of the 
C&SLR (Northern line) stations

4 

A major upgrade to the station 
is currently being planned

4 

Jubilee line station opened in 1999 
as part of the Jubilee Line Extension

5 

Used in WWII as a public air raid shelter 
with six entrances along Borough High Street

5 

Due to become a 
Thameslink station in 2018

6 

Similar design to the original Figgis stations 
at Kennington and Elephant & Castle

London Bridge, 1922. Source: Wikipedia
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CHARITY SPOTLIGHT

VETERANS AID 
LIFELINE OF HOPE FOR VETERANS IN CRISIS

Military service usually creates robust, 
capable individuals who add value to 
the organisations that they later join and 
do well back on ‘civvy street’.

Inevitably though, there are those who 
don’t cope with life’s crises and need 
urgent help.  For them, there is Veterans 
Aid, a charity whose supporters include 
Trinity House, that has been helping 
those in acute distress for more than 
85 years. Since 1973 it has nurtured 
and rehabilitated more than 800 veterans 
who were once bereft of hope.

It isn’t a household name and it isn’t an 
organisation sought out by individuals 
whose problems aren’t overwhelming 
and urgent. It’s been nicknamed the 
‘A&E’ of the veterans’ world. ‘VA’ 
provides immediate, practical support 
at point of need and its primary aim 
is prevention. 

Last year VA provided 22,000 nights 
of accommodation and helped 411 new 
clients. Many of these ex-servicemen 
and women urgently needed food, 
accommodation, clothing, legal advice, 
practical help with drug, alcohol 
and other addiction problems, debt 
resolution and health issues. They are 
not ‘stereotypes’ – they are ordinary 
men and women with families, men 
and women from the Commonwealth, 
men and women with no-one. Some are 
afraid, desperate, unwell and despairing; 
perhaps paralysed by debt, the threat 
of eviction or deportation.

Many come to Veterans Aid as a last 
resort. Its discreet entrance offers 
access to a small suite of offices above a 
hairdressing salon near Victoria Station. 
That ‘Drop-in Centre’ is usually the first 
point of contact for veterans seeking 
help. From here it networks world-wide 
to help men and women who have 
served for as a little as one day in 
HM Armed Forces. Its only other 
‘footprint’ is in East London where the 
charity owns a life-transforming hostel.

Two-and-a-half-years ago it became 
evident that VA’s New Belvedere House 
hostel was in need of urgent investment if it 

was to survive. Closure was unthinkable 
so the charity made a virtue of necessity 
and decided to expand and enhance it.

VA’s CEO Dr Hugh Milroy said, 
“Raising the £8m+ necessary to future-
proof our hostel, while meeting the 
daily cost of caring for crisis needs has 
been hard, but the money to fund these 
immediate and basic interventions is 
needed daily, constantly and regardless 
of any parallel hostel fundraising activity. 
In 2016 we spent £61k on emergency 
food and accommodation. 

Life in Britain 
today is as hard 
for veterans and 
their families as 
for anyone else

“The need is undiminished. Life in 
Britain today is as hard for veterans and 
their families as for anyone else. Those 
arriving at our Victoria office in despair 
are the ones most visibly suffering—
and they are the ones most in need of 
instant expenditure.

But darkness aside, Veterans Aid is a 
place of hope and humour. It offers 
support regardless of age, ethnicity, 
gender, rank, orientation or length of 
service. It succeeds where others fail 
and for those in crisis its interventions 
are immediate.”

Many thanks to Glyn Strong and Viola 
Dabrowska at Veterans Aid for help with 
this article.

In 2016 VA saw 411 new clients, provided 22,000 nights of 
accommodation, homed 154 veterans, put 35 through rehab and a 
growing number into training, education or employment. The charity 
dealt with 107 visa applications on behalf of Foreign & Commonwealth 
ex-servicemen and women.

Veterans Aid
40 Buckingham Palace Road

London, SW1W 0RE
*Until December 2017 - see website for 

details of new address
Tel: 020 7828 2468 / 0800 012 6867

email: info@veterans-aid.net
www.veterans-aid.net
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NAUTICAL EXPRESSIONS

THE LANGUAGE OF THE SEA – PART TWO

ALL 
AT SEA

MEANING:
A state of confusion or uncertainty.

ORIGIN:
From an era pre-dating reliable 
navigation methods, where land may 
not have been visible from the ship 
for long periods and where the vessel 
was therefore in danger of being lost. 

HAND 
OVER FIST

MEANING:
Progressively or at a pace. 

ORIGIN:
Taken from the action of pulling up 
a rope using a smooth and rhythmic 
“hand over fist” action for maximum 
speed and traction. 

LEFT HIGH 
AND DRY

MEANING:
To be left stranded or let down and 
unable to carry on a course of action.

ORIGIN:
If a ship had been beached it was ‘high’ 
(raised out of the water) and ‘dry’ (sitting 
on dry land), hence it was left “high and 
dry”.

GIVE A 
WIDE BERTH

MEANING:
To avoid getting too close or to allow 
space.

ORIGIN:
The berth is the space in which a vessel 
is moored or a point on the water 
deemed suitable for mooring. A wide 
berth ensured that a ship was able to 
moor safely without obstruction or 
danger to people on land. 

KEEP ON TO 
THE BITTER END
MEANING:
To carry on with something until the last 
possible moment. 

ORIGIN:
The ‘bitts’ were the strong points on 
the ship to which the anchor cable was 
tied. So an anchor that was lowered into 
the sea “to the bitter end” had no more 
length left to go. 

UNDER THE 
WEATHER

MEANING:
To be unwell.

ORIGIN:
The sick berth for sailors on travelling 
war ships was located immediately 
under the top (‘weather’) deck.

THREE SHEETS
TO THE WIND

MEANING:
Falling over drunk.

 
ORIGIN:
Sailors would talk about drinking in 
terms of the number of ropes or chains 
(sheets) securing a sail and therefore a 
smooth passage. Someone slightly tipsy 
was said to be “a sheet to the wind” i.e. 
one rope left loose,  while someone very 
drunk would be unsteady on his feet or 
“three sheets to the wind.”

TOUCH
AND GO

MEANING:
A risky or precarious situation.

ORIGIN:
If a ship took a glancing blow or 
‘touch’ from rocks or the seabed and 
was nevertheless able to continue on its 
journey, it was said to be “touch and 
go” as to how long it could keep afloat 
without taking on water. 

THE CAT O' NINE TAILS
Punishment for a thief on board ship 
involved the use of a cat o’ nine tails: 
a device for flogging which had knots tied 
in each ‘tail’ and was kept in a red bag—
hence “letting the cat out of the bag”, 
“having enough room to swing a cat” 
and telling someone to “get knotted.”

Following on from the last issue, here 
is the second part of our light-hearted 
investigation into the seafaring 
history of some of our favourite 
English expressions.  
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Contact

TRINITY VILLAGE  
MANAGEMENT OFFICE

16 Trinity Street,
London, SE1 1DB

OPENING HOURS
Monday – Friday

9am – 4pm

FOR ALL 
ENQUIRIES 

020 7407 1223

SHAUN ROBERTS
SENIOR RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTY MANAGER

shaun.roberts@capita.co.uk
Shaun manages the site team 

and is responsible for the overall 
management of Trinity Village.

ANGELA LUCEY 
LETTINGS MANAGER 

alucey@trinityvillage.co.uk
Angela deals with all 

new tenants and renewals.

TOM SALLIS
ESTATE MANAGER

tsallis@trinityvillage.co.uk 
Tom deals with any repairs which 

may be required during  
your tenancy.

DAWN SPARKS
PROPERTY 

ADMINISTRATOR

dsparks@trinityvillage.co.uk
Dawn ensures the day-to-day 
smooth running of the office  
and assists Angela and Tom  

in their roles.

HENRY BENNETT
CREDIT CONTROLLER

hbennett@trinityvillage.co.uk
Henry deals with rent collections.

We encourage feedback from our 
residents. If you have a complaint, 

please let us know using the 
Complaints Procedure which is 
set out in the Guide to Living 

in Trinity Village. If you have a 
compliment or suggestion, please 
let one of the Trinity Village team 

members know.

MEET THE TEAM …

PAUL STAMMERS

SYKES SAYS…

Dear residents,

From time to time, we receive reports 
of oven doors shattering. Obviously 
this can be quite alarming but is not 
always due to a defect in the door. 
Over time, food and fat can become 
burnt onto the inside of the glass 
door and this then becomes super-
heated when the oven is used, which 
can cause the glass to shatter. With 
the season upon us of slow-cooked 
casseroles and hearty roasts, please 
ensure that you keep your oven clean 
to prevent this from happening.

Some of you may be leaving London 
during the winter period and there 
are a few tips which will help you 
protect your property and possessions 
while you’re away. The risk of frozen 
pipes is low across most of the Estate 
but you may want to set your central 
heating to a low temperature to help 

protect the system. You should also 
ensure that your contents insurance is 
up to date and that all windows and 
doors are securely locked while you’re 
away.

As always, we are pleased to assist you 
in any way we can and are keen to 
receive feedback.

Jeff Wheal 
Sykes & Son

Paul Stammers, Contract Director,
has joined the team at Trinity Village,  
bringing with him 35 years’ experience 
in property and asset management.

Paul is an experienced Director who came 
to Capita in 2011 having previously worked 
as an Associate Partner at Cushman 
and Wakefield.

He has acted for a number of prominent 
fund managers, property companies and
landowners on national portfolios and
landmark developments spanning all
sectors, including Royal London Asset
Management, Hines UK Ltd, IBM
Pension Trust, Hammerson, Grosvenor
Estate and lastly, The Crown Estate 
Commissioners.

Paul is married and in his spare time, 
his interests include rugby, golf, DIY and 
travelling—he is currently trying to visit as 
many countries around the world as he can!

"My aim is to work with the Trinity 
Newington Residents’ Association in 
maintaining closer ties between residents 
and The Corporation of Trinity House, 
ensuring that the Village continues to be 
a pleasant and preferred place to live—
long into the future."

GARDENS ACCESS

All AST, Assured and Rent Act tenants 
of Trinity House continue to enjoy 
free access to the garden squares. The 
Management Office still holds many 
uncollected access fobs—please call in 
with identification and collect yours.  
We will ask you to sign a simple licence 
outlining the terms of use.

FIRE SAFETY

Following the Grenfell Tower tragedy 
we have reviewed our fire risk.

After inspecting all properties containing 
white goods owned by Trinity House, we 
have ascertained that there are no Hotpoint 
FF175BG & FF175BP fridge freezers on 
the estate, as implicated in the fire. We 
have also checked whether we have any 
appliances on the recall list and have taken 
appropriate action.

Where residents own their appliances, 
we have shared our knowledge regarding 
Hotpoint machines and the recall list.  
Please contact the manufacturer as this  
could affect your safety, your household 
and your neighbours. 


